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Mr. Worthington L. Smith:

BOX CARS AND COVERED HOPPERS (continued)

The disappointing grain loading in August, as well as thus far in September
is due to the depressed price of wheat. While the localized drought area around
Aberdeen, South Dakota did cost us some carloads, the area showing the most
drastic decrease was in the territory Mobridge to Miles City, where growing
conditions were good. The only encouraging note was that the Montana Division
loaded 1,053 carloads of grain during August 1976, compared to 672 in 1975 and
have continued to load thru September about 40 cars per day. The total grain
loading for the month of September 1975 was 6,833 and we estimate that in
September of this year we will load about 5,600 cars.

Lumber loading:

August 1976. . . . . . . . . 4 e i+ 4« ¢ 4 e« o s e s s o +5,349 cars
August 1975. & & ¢ 4 v i 4t h e e e e e e e e e e e e . 4,725 0
INCTEASE v ¢+ v v 4 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o 624 " or 13.2%

First fourteen days of September 1976. . . . . . . . . . .2,377 cars

First fourteen days of September 1975. . . . « « . . . . .1,928 "
INCTEASE v +v & o o o o o o o o o o o o« o & o o o« o o o+ « 449 " or 23.27
FLAT CARS

At present we have a surplus of about 250 plain flat cars and have an
adequate supply of chain tie-down flat cars for machinery loading.

Machinery loading:

August 1976. +« v ¢ v ¢ 4 ¢ 4 4 e s e o s o s e s o o o o 1,497 cars
August 1975. & v v v e v e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e . 2,056 "
DECIreaSe « v « o « o o o o o o o o o o « o s o o« o o« « & 559 " or 27.1%
First fourteen days of September 1976. . . . . . . . « . . .722 cars

First fourteen days of September 1975. . . . . . . . . . . .935 "

DECTEASE « v « + o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o & o o . 2213 " or 22.7%

MULTI-LEVEL AUTOMOBILE LQUIPMENT

August 1976. « « v v v v 4 4 4 e e 4 & e 4w s 4 4 o o o o 42,053 cars
August 1975, . & v v v 4 e 4 e e e e e e e e e e e .. . 42,332 "
DECTEASE + v v & o o o o o o o o o o o o v e e e e e e e . 2279 " or 11.9%

First fourteen days of September 1976. . . . . . . . . . .1,218 cars
First fourteen days of September 1975. . . . . . . . . . .1,164 "
INCTEASE + « o o o o o o o o o o o o« o o o v o o o o« o o o 54 " or 4.67%

As pointed out last month, the decrease in loading in August was due to
model changeover at Janesville and the Ford production at St. Paul moving
thru Chicago where we are not included in the route due to a rate dispute.
The Ford strike, of course, will affect the balance of September, unless
unexpected settlement is reached. Thirty (30) of the new tri-levels have
been released by the fabricator and we are awaiting completion of financial
arrangements for delivery.
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Mr. Worthington L. Smith:

OPEN TOP HOPPER EQUIPMENT
Coal and coke loaded and received:

August 1976. . . . . . . it i e v 4 e 4 e e e e 4w e e v 27,999 cars

August 1975. . . . . . o L ... o oo s e .. 9,481
Decrease . . o + & v & v v v 4 v 4 4 e 4 e 4 e 4 e e« . 1,482 " or 15.6%

First fourteen days of August 1976 . . . . . . . . . . . .3,313 cars
First fourteen days of August 1975 . . . . . . . . . . . .3,633 "
Decrease « .« ¢ v o & 4 v 4 v 4 e 4 e e 4 e e e e 4 4w e 4 . 4320 " or 18.8%

The decrease in carloadings during August were due to the mines down in
Indiana account labor difficulties. The Gascoyne-Big Stone City movement
operated this last trip August 31. There will be six (6) 100-car trains
operated in this movement during the latter part of September and early
October, but the regular 5-day movements will not resume until about
October 22,

Due to heavy movements of aggregate our open top hopper fleet is being
utilized at present. The unit ore train from Randville, Michigan continues
to operate four (4) trips per week to Granite City, Illinois. We are
extremely short of covered coil gondolas, but have an adequate supply of
other type gondolas. We have an extremely tight supply of ordinary gondolas
and are using all unrestricted foreign gondolas to fill these orders.

REFRIGERATOR AND DF CARS

The potato loading in the Columbia Basin was'exceptionally light during
the month of August and the records indicate only 106 cars were loaded.
The total of mechanical refrigerators loaded for the Coast Division during
August was 285 carloads. At present we are sending all available mechanical
refrigerators to the Coast Division which has resulted in our being unable
to fill orders in the Midwest.

Beer Loading in Milwaukee:

August 1976. . . . . . . . . 4 4 4 4 ¢ 4 4« v e 4 « e « o 41,835 cars
August 1975. . . . . . . . L . oL e e e e e e e e W1,920
DeCrease . v v v v ¢« o ¢ ¢« e 4 v e 4 e e e 4 e s e 4 e e 4 . 8 "

Our carloadings at Miller increased 21 carloads during the month of
August, while the total Miller carloading decreased by 246 cars. The entire
loss was borne by the Soo Line. Our carloadings at Schlitz decreased by
111 carloads, compared to a total decrease at Schlitz of 201 carloads. The
figures indicate that our loading from Schlitz was down 22%, while the
Soo Line had a decrease of only 15%.

AIRSLIDES

We have no shortages of airslides at the present time, but the airslide
covered hoppers are being fully utilized.
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PIGGYBACK LOADING

August 1976. . .
August 1975, . .
Increase . . . .
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Smith:

. . o o . . o o . . .

First fourteen days of September 1976. .
First fourteen days of September 1975.

Increase . « . .

e o * o . . o . . -

TOTAL REVENUE FREIGHT LOADING

August 1976. . .
August 1975. . .
Increase.. . . .

First fourteen days of September 1976. .
First fourteen days of September 1975. .

Increase . . . .

September 1976 has 21 working days.
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In September'l975 the total carloads
for the month were 76,407 and we estimate that for September 1976 we will load
approximately 76,500.
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